


Human Systems Ceographers are
interested in human systems. Human
systems refer to how people have shaped
our worid. Geographers iook at how borders
are decided and why people settle in certain
places and not in others. A basic theme in
geography is the movement of people, ideas,
F and goods.
Environment and Soclety How does the
relationship between people and their
‘ natural surroundings influence the way
we live? The theme of human-environment
interaction investigates this. It also shows
how people use the environment and how
. their actions affect the environment. Centrai Park in New York covers 843 acres of open iand. Peopie use the
The Uses of Gm'.phv G‘eOgr_aphy helps s::::::'hom the cll‘yAa:\d lrom'n:::::c); the wolh‘:baul S
us understand the relationships among
people, places, and environments. Mastering
the tools and technology used for studying geography can also
help us in our daily lives.

The 1980 eruption of Mount

St. Helens in Washington state
removed the top 1,314 feet (400
meters) of the volcano’s peak and
leveled nearly 230 square miles
{595 square km) of surrounding
forest. The destruction happened in
a matter of minutes.

PROGRESS CHECK

Identifying Which Essential Elements of Geography might be involved in the study of
an area's landforms and how they affect people living there?

A OBITICAI TUINWIMA
P CRiCAL THINKING

Analyzing What does this photo
suggest about the wildlife living in
the region?

king Notes: Identifying: Six Essential ; TAKING NOTES: gentrying
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g Briefly review the Five Themes of

thy with students. Then show students the

interactive graphic organizer on the Six Essential

nents of Geography. Enter each of the elements into
ganizer. Then prompt students to provide an |

e for each element.

- See page 25C for other online activities.

Studying Geography

I3 critical Thinking Skills

Evaluating Have students brainstorm ways in which humans
change the physical environment. Give them five minutes
to list several of their ideas on a sheet of paper, and then
ask students to share their ideas. Ask students to consider
whether each is a “positive” or “negative” change, and to

explain why they think so.

3 Reading Skills

Locating Have students study the images of both Central
Park and Mount St. Helens and read the photo captions
carefully. Ask:

« How many acres of land does Central Park cover?
(843 acres)

* How many square miles of forest were destroyed
when Mount St. Helens erupted in 19807 (230 square
miles) TTR

Critical Thinking Skills

Making Connections Have students draw from memory a
simple map from their homes to the school. Then ask them
to consider and write down some tools of geography that
would make their map easier to create, and more accurate.
Have students save their maps for use later in the lesson.

ANSWERS, p. 33

CRITICAL THINKING The area around Mount

St. Helens is not populated, perhaps because of the
volcano, which has scarred the landscape. There would be
little food for wildlife.

PROGRESS CHECK Places and Regions would be
involved in the description of the landforms. Environment
and Society could be involved in studying how people
have changed the landforms and adapted to them. The
Uses of Geography could address the impact on the
landforms over time.
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